
P l a n t s  n e e d  a  d r i n k  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t o o  
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The Texas Panhandle receives 
between 19 and 20 inches of rain 
a year. In 2018, Randall County 
received 13. 5 inches which is 
around 7 inches below average. 
This may vary depending on 
where you live in the county 
however, to say the least: Our 
landscapes need water this win-
ter! It is acceptable to water any-
time temperatures are above 
freezing and the soil is not fro-
zen. The amount of water need-
ed varies depending on the age 
and species of the plant, the soil 
texture and the climatic condi-
tions. As a rule of thumb, trees 
and shrubs should be soaked to a 
depth of 6 to 8 inches.   

 

Evergreens tend to lose more moisture 
over the winter and need extra water. 
Young tress also need extra water, as their 
roots systems are not very large and do 
not have access to as much underground 
moisture as larger trees. Lawns have shal-
low roots and do not need to be soaked to 
the same depth, however winter watering 
is also important for a healthy lawn. Wa-
tering grass in the winter helps it to green 
up sooner in the spring.  These dry windy 
days really suck the moisture out of the 
soil. Supplemental irrigation is needed to 
ensure good plant health. 
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